
Poetry Project 
 

For this project, you can either chose a song that meets all of the requirements, or write your own 
poem/song. 

Here’s what to do: 
 

1. First, individually choose two recent songs that you consider to be poetry. Keep in mind that you will 
be expected to identify many poetic devices/terms in the lyrics, so choose wisely—For our next class, 
bring in the typed song lyrics for two recent songs (last 10 years) that you think are poetry. Naturally, the 
song lyrics MUST be classroom appropriate! I will check to see that each student has brought in song lyrics, 
so don’t expect others to bail you out! This part is homework tonight! (If you decide to write your own 
poem, you still need to bring in song lyrics tomorrow.) 
 
2. Remember that the best choice is the most poetic song that contains the most poetic devices/terms. All 
projects must identify the following terms:  

 Tone  
 Mood  
 Rhyme Scheme (for at least the first 8 lines of the song)  
 Type of poem (lyric, epic, sonnet, ballad)  

 Theme  
 
3. In addition, you must identify FIVE terms from this list below. You may use each term no more than 
twice:  

 Imagery  
 Irony  
 Internal rhyme  
 Symbol  
 Simile  
 Metaphor  
 Personification  
 Allusion  

 Alliteration  
 Assonance  
 Hyperbole  
 Onomatopoeia  
 Inversion  
 You may NOT use Refrain or 

Repetition—they are in every song!

 
4. I will approve your lyrics or original poem. Also, make sure you have a CD or MP3 recording of the song 
you choose to play for the class as you teach your lesson.  To have song lyrics approved, you MUST send 
me an email with your chosen song and lyrics (zagaeskiv@mail.cocke.k12.tn.us) at least one week before 
the project is due. You will lose points if this is not done in a timely manner! 
 
5. At least one day (possibly two) of class time will be given to allow you time to use the computers. 
 
6. You must teach your song or original poem as a lesson. How you decide to teach it is up to you; be 
creative! You can create a “music video” with lyrics and literary terms labeled using PowerPoint or Movie 
Maker. Or, you can create a lesson with handouts for your classmates. Regardless of how you decide to 
present this, you must follow steps two and three.  (Please note: the two examples given here are not 
the only way to present this to the class.) 
 
7. You must write a 500 word typed analysis of the song or poem. This is where you explain your 
interpretation of the poem. Be sure to use 12 point font, double space, and a formal tone. 
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Poetry Project Rubric 
 
 Earned Possible 

Lyrics/original poem is emailed to me no later than one week from due date 
 

 5 

Correctly identifies tone, mood, rhyme scheme, type of poem, and theme (2 points 
each). 

 10 

Correctly identifies five literary terms, but does not repeat any more than twice (2 
points each). 

 10 

Presentation is creative and accurately portrays the theme of the poem.   10 
The meaning and tone of the lyrics are clearly shown in the project, with strong focus 
on how the lyric’s use of word choice, imagery, sound, figures of speech, punctuation, 

symbolism, allusion, and structure contribute to the meaning of the song. 

 10 

Project shows effort. 
 

 5 

Total  50 

 
GRADING RUBRIC for LITERARY ANALYSIS ESSAY worth 50 points 

Score 5 4 3 2 1 

Introduction and 
Conclusion 

The essay includes a 
complete 
introduction and a 
complete conclusion 
fitting the thesis and 
the evidence 
presented.   

The essay includes a 
complete 
introduction and a 
complete conclusion 
loosely related to the 
thesis and the 
evidence. 

The essay includes 
inadequate or 
inappropriate 
information in its 
introduction and 
conclusion. 

The essay omits 
either an 
introduction or a 
conclusion. 

The essay includes no 
introduction or 
conclusion. 

Analysis Insightfully  
describes several  
dominant elements  
and poetic devices  
used by the poet and  
thoughtfully relates  
how they are used by  
the poet to reinforce  
the theme, meaning,  
mood, or feeling of 
the poem.  

Accurately describes  
a couple of dominant  
elements and poetic  
devices used by the  
poet and accurately  
relates how these are  
used by the poet to  
reinforce the theme,  
meaning, mood, or 
feeling of the poem.  

Describes some  
dominant elements  
and poetic devices  
used by the poet,  
but has difficulty  
describing how  
these relate to the  
meaning or feeling  
of the poem.  

Has trouble  
identifying the  
dominant elements 
and poetic devices  
used in the poem.  

There is no evident 
analysis to guide the 
essay. 

Amount of 
Evidence 

Each of the body 
paragraphs 
presents several 
examples of specific, 
labeled, quoted 
evidence from the 
text of the poem. 

The body paragraphs 
present some 
examples of specific, 
labeled, quoted 
evidence from the 
text of the poem. 

The body paragraphs 
present fewer and/or 
less specific examples 
of evidence from the 
poem.  

There are not enough 
examples from the 
text to demonstrate 
a complete 
understanding of the 
poem. 

There is no evidence 
presented or no 
evidence of analysis 
of the poem’s details. 

Interpretation Forms a creative  
hypothesis about the  
symbolic or  
metaphorical  
meaning of the poem  
and is able to support  
this with evidence 
from the text.  

Forms a somewhat  
reasonable  
hypothesis about the  
symbolic or  
metaphorical  
meaning and is able  
to support this with  
evidence from the 
work.  

Student identifies  
the literal meaning  
of the work and/or  
can relate how the 
work makes him/her 
feel personally.  
 

Student finds it 
difficult to interpret 
the meaning or mood 
of the work.  
 

The writer has not 
demonstrated an 
understanding of the 
main points of the 
poem. 

Conventions All paragraphing, 
spelling, 
capitalizations, 
grammar, and 
punctuation follow 
academic standards 
of clear 
communication in 
English. 

Most paragraphing, 
spelling, 
capitalizations, 
grammar, and 
punctuation follow 
common standards 
of academic 
communication in 
English. 

There are some 
significant mistakes 
in paragraphing, 
spelling, 
capitalizations, 
grammar, or 
punctuation. 

There is little 
evidence of attention 
to correct 
paragraphing, 
spelling, 
capitalizations, 
grammar, or 
punctuation. 

Mistakes in 
paragraphing, 
spelling, 
capitalizations, 
grammar, and 
punctuation 
significantly distract 
from the readablility 
of the essay. 

 


