
Persuasive Techniques 
 

Persuasive 
Technique 

How It Is Used 

Bandwagon  Uses the argument that a person should believe or do something because 
“everybody else” does 

Loaded Language  Uses words with positive or negative connotations to describe a product or that 
of the competitor 

Testimonial  Person speaking is well-known within the community 

 May be positive or negative 

 A first--hand report about a product 

Name-calling  Attacks people or groups to discredit their ideas 

 A way of smearing an opponent 

 Intent is to damage opponent 

 It also arouses suspicion of opponent 

Plain Folks  Shows ordinary people using of supporting a product or candidate 

 Connects “common people” to gain support Uses either people unknown to the 
general population or someone well-known appearing as a common  

 Opposite of Snob Appeal 

Snob Appeal  Taps into people's needs to feel superior to others 

 Aims to flatter 

 Makes assumption/ insinuation that this product/idea is better than others… 

 Thus, those that use it are too. 

Misuse of Statistics  Average results are reported, but not the amount of variation around the 
averages.   

 A percent or fraction is presented, but not the sample size  

 Ex: "9 out of 10 dentists recommend...". 

Transfer  Contains a feeling or idea from words or pictures that transfer an emotional 
response to the viewer  

 A link is made so the viewer assumes they will react, feel, or get something in 
the same way 

Celebrity 
Spokesperson 

 Uses a celebrity or famous person to endorse a product 

 Consumers transfer admiration or respect for the celebrity to the product 

Glittering 
Generalities 

 Connotation implied to create “positive” impact. 

 Statement jumps from a few cases to all. 

 Often used by politicians 

 Uses a “positive” connotation to encourage audiences to accept the product or 
person without examining the evidence. 
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Advertising Techniques Worksheet  
 
Directions:  Fill in the blank with the correct advertising technique. 
 

Technique Example 

1.  1. “I eat this cereal every morning and I’m an Olympic 

champion!” 

2.  2. “Only the smartest consumer will buy this product.” 

3.  3. ““You won’t find prices this low again.  Our cars are being sold 

at such low prices they’re practically free!” 

4.  4. “As a policeman, I see a lot of crime.  That’s why I use 

Lockdown on my own car.” 

5.  5. “Like a good neighbor… State Farm is there.” 

6.  6. “Take two Advil, instead of eight with Tylenol.” 

7.  7. “All the cool kids in school will be wearing Hottie Jeans.” 

8.  8. “Don’t delay, you can’t afford to be without this window 

cleaner.  It will allow you to see the world you have been missing.  

Hurry, buy it today!” 

9.  9. “90% of my child’s teachers agree that Hooked on Phonics 

really worked!” 

10. 10. “The succulent taste of our butter fried chicken will make your 

mouth water.” 

 


